God Save the King-
words. A large congregation could only sing
this version when men had got so acclimatised
to it that they never thought of its meaning.
In the ideal anthem, to be sung naturally by
all men, the poet must put commonplaces in
a manner which will be simple and clear with-
out being too banal.

Here is a task difficult enough, whatever
the metre and whatever the time. But he
who would compose new verses to God Save
the King has a heavier handicap still. His
words must not merely be singable, but they
must be singable to that loud tune, with its
series of hard thumps with a trip at the end
of each. And they must be written in a very
constricting metre. The end of the line is
problem enough. It almost compels the use
of misplaced stresses. But the beginning is a
fetter. Each line must start with an emphatic
word. It would be preposterous to come down
with such a whack upon " And," or indeed any
conjunctive or unimportant syllable ; and the
result of this is that each line must almost
necessarily be a complete phrase without run
over.

The difficulties and the perils being such,
failure being so easy and success so unlikely,
the wonder is that anybody but an innocent
or a vainglorious simpleton should be courage-
ous enough to try his hand at the reformation
of our Anthem. But such is the attraction of
the difficult, such the force of patriotism, and
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